
JOHN R. ALLISON 
SEMINARS AND PUBLICATIONS 

 
SEMINARS 

  
Guest Speaker, “Negotiating in Practice,” ADR Course, William Mitchell College of Law, 
February 10, 2011 
 
Panelist, “Crisis Management,” Defense Research Institute Corporate Counsel 
Roundtable, January 20, 2011 
 
Panelist, “Mediation and Settlement Strategies,” Drug and Medical Device Litigation 
2009, American Conference Institute, December 10, 2009 
 
Speaker, “Mediate Instead of Litigate:  When and How,” Corporate Counsel Summit, 
Marcus Evans, November 13, 2009  
 
Speaker, “Emerging Responsibilities of In-House Counsel,” The Network of Trial Law 
Firms Fall 2009 Program, November 6, 2009 
 
Guest Speaker, “The Dos and Don’ts of Negotiating With Bullies and Jerks,” ADR 
Course, William Mitchell College of Law, February 12, 2009  
 
Panelist and Facilitator, “Leadership to Add Value,” 3M Legal Affairs Leadership 
Development Program, December 4, 2008 
 
Guest Speaker, Mediation Training Course, Hamline University School of Law, 
November 18, 2008 
 
Panelist, “Who Should be Allowed to Mediate?,” The11

th
 Annual ADR Institute, 

Minnesota CLE, October 31, 2008  
 
Speaker, “The Professional Responsibilities of an In-House Counsel,” Corporate 
Counsel Summit, Marcus Evans, October 23, 2008 
 
Guest Speaker, "A Manufacturer's View of Product Liability," Torts II Course, Hamline 
University School of Law, October 15, 2008 
 
Speaker, “An Environment of Change:  International Acquisitions and Due Diligence,” 
Eighth Annual Superconference, May 20, 2008 
 
Panelist, “An In-House Perspective on Professional Responsibility,” Eighth Annual 
Superconference, May 20 and 21, 2008 
 
Speaker, “Scientific Uncertainty in the Courtroom,” The Association of General Counsel 
Spring Meeting, April 27, 2007 
 
Speaker, “Alternative Dispute Resolution – What Corporate Counsel Need to Know to 
Effectively Manage Business Challenges,” The 18

th
 Annual General Counsel 

Conference, June 12, 2006 
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Speaker, "The Art of Settlement Negotiation," 3M Legal Affairs Internal Professional 
Education Program, December 7, 2004 
 
Speaker, "Crisis Management Preparation," Class Action and Mass Tort Litigation 
2004, Clarion Legal Seminar, September 8, 2004 
 
Speaker, "Litigation Management:  Communication, Unanticipated Contingencies and 
Crisis Management," 2004 USLAW Network Client Conference, March 19, 2004  
 
Speaker, "Enlarging the Mediator's Tool Box:  Managing the Facilitative-Evaluative 
Context With New Techniques," CPR Institute for Dispute Resolution Spring Meeting, 
June 25, 2002 
 
Panelist, "How to Settle Complex Cases," Corporate Legal Times Roundtable, March 
21, 2002 
 
Speaker, "Handling Mass Tort Litigation," Corporate Counsel Program, Minnesota 
Institute of Legal Education, January 30, 2002 
 
Speaker, "Settlement:  Strategic Considerations," Civil Pre-Trial Practice Institute, 
Minnesota Institute of Legal Education, June 27, 2001 
 
Speaker, "Preparing Company Witnesses for Testimony," 3M Legal Affairs Internal 
Professional Education Program, May 3, 2001 
 
Speaker, "Mediator and Lawyer Ethics:  Exploring Challenges to the Core Value of Self-
Determination," American Bar Association Section of Dispute Resolution Annual 
Meeting, April 27, 2001 
 
Speaker, "Lessons Learned From the Firestone Tire Recall," 3M TV Legal Affairs 
Education Series, February 27, 2001 
 
Speaker, "Mediation Advocacy," Minnesota Society of Professionals in Dispute 
Resolution Spring Conference, June 16, 2000 
 
Speaker, "Big Stakes Litigation:  Staffing and Managing the Interdisciplinary Team," 
The Association of General Counsel Spring Meeting, May 12, 2000 

 
Speaker, "How to Prepare Yourself and Coach Your Client for the Mediation Table," 
American Bar Association Section of Dispute Resolution Annual Meeting, April 7, 2000 
 
Program Co-Chair and Speaker, "Corporate Counsel Institute: Managing Conflict in the 
21

st 
Century," Minnesota Institute of Legal Education, January 21, 2000 
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Speaker, "Preparing for Mediation," The 2nd Annual ADR Institute, Minnesota State Bar 
Association Continuing Legal Education, November 8, 1999 
 
Presenter, "Reducing Litigation Risk," American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 
Managing Counsel Conference, October 14, 1999 
 
Speaker, "The Challenge of Mass Torts:  Does Reformation Mean Revolution?," 
American Bar Association Toxic and Hazardous Substances and Environmental Law 
Committee Spring Meeting, April 26, 1996  
 
Speaker, "Case Management of Serial Tort Claims,"  Minnesota Institute of Legal 
Education Products Liability Annual Conference, December 8, 1995 
                                      
Program Chair and Speaker, "Environmental Liability:  Current Issues and Criminal 
Exposure," American Bar Association Annual Meeting, August 10, 1992 

 
Program Co-Chair, "Environmental Liability on Construction Sites:  Who Should Pay?," 
American Bar Association Annual Meeting, August 12, 1991 
 
Presenter, "Uses of Science in Environmental Law - Cross-Examination Regarding 
Causation," American Association for the Advancement of Science Annual Meeting, 
February 17, 1990 
 
Program Co-Chair and Speaker, National Institute on Pollution Liability, “Strategies for 
Managing the Combined Challenges of Superfund and Toxic Tort Claims,” American 
Bar Association and Bureau of National Affairs, Inc., November 10-11, 1988 
 
Speaker, "Self-Insurers and Risk Managers Defense Practice Seminar," Defense 
Research Institute, Inc., September 23, 1988 
 
Speaker, "Role of Science in Toxic Substances Litigation:  Causation, Damages and 
Policy Considerations," American Bar Association Annual Meeting, August 9, 1988 
 
Program Chair, "Litigating Toxic Substance Environmental Claims," American Bar 
Association Annual Meeting, August 11, 1987 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Author, “Effective Crisis Management,” USLAW Network, Inc. Journal, Fall/Winter 2010 
 
Co-author with C. Ashley, “The Successful Defense of Environmental Class Actions,” 
Fall 2009 Program (The Network of Trial Law Firms, 2009) 
 
Author, “Choosing a Mediator,” The 11

th
 Annual ADR Institute (Minnesota CLE, 2008) 
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Author, “Making the Most of Mediation,” The 18

th
 Annual General Counsel Conference 

(Corporate Counsel Program, 2006) 
 
Author, "Dos and Don'ts of Effective Negotiation," The Art of Settlement Negotiation 
(3M Legal Affairs Internal Professional Education Program, 2004) 
 
Author, "Crisis Management Preparation," Class Action and Mass Tort Litigation 2004 
(Clarion Legal Seminar, 2004) 
 
Author, "Strategic Litigation and Crisis Management," 2004 Client Conference (USLAW 
Network, 2004) 
 
Author, "Mediation as a Facilitative Process," CPR 2002 Spring Meeting (CPR Institute 
for Dispute Resolution, 2002) 
 
Author, "Enhancing Self-Determination in Mediation:  A Client's Perspective," 
Collaboration in the Capital:  The Power of ADR (American Bar Association, 2001) 
 
Author, "Preparing for Mediation:  A Client's Perspective," ADR by the Bay (American 
Bar Association, 2000) 
 
Author, "Creating Opportunities to Avoid Litigation," Corporate Counsel Institute 
(Minnesota Institute of Legal Education, 2000) 
 
Author, "Preparing for Mediation:  Leaving the Adversarial Process Behind," The 2nd 
Annual ADR Institute (Minnesota State Bar Association Continuing Legal Education, 
1999)  

 
Co-author with J. Rizzardi, "Effects of Bankruptcy on Environmental Liabilities," 28 Tort 
& Insurance Law Journal 636 (1993) 

 
Author, "Selective Preparation and Budgeting Can Cut Litigation Costs," Corporate 
Legal Times, May 1993, at 13 
 
Author, Chapter on Washington Law, in Products Liability Defenses:  A State-by-State 
Compendium (Davidson Ream ed., 1992) 
 
Author, "Evidence Supporting Recoverable Damages for Potential Disease," 24 Tort & 
Insurance Law Journal 39 (1988) 
 
Author, "The Role of Corporate Counsel in Supervising Outside Counsel and Outside 
Counsel's Perspective on How to Control Litigation Costs in the High Risk Case," Self-
Insurers and Risk Managers Seminar (The Defense Research Institute, Inc., 1988) 
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Comment, "Section 11 of the Securities Act - A Proposal for Allocating Liability," 45 
Washington Law Review 95 (1970) 
 
Note, "Duty to Warn Extended to Non-Commercial Vendor," 43 Washington Law 
Review 484 (1967)            

 


